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Transcript:
Aside from the really important issue of Brexit, I think European citizens, those that do take any interest in what
happens here, will be stunned that Mr Juncker comes here for his one appearance in the Strasbourg session this week
and there is absolutely no mention made of the dramatic events that have taken place inside a European Union member
state, that is allegedly a modern democracy.
One of the reasons that I always wanted Brexit was because I thought the system of law making whereby the
Commission has the sole right to initiate legislation was something that would in fact damage, and in the end destroy,
any concept of national democracy. And yeah, Iâ€™ve called the European Union undemocratic, Iâ€™ve called it
antidemocratic, but never, ever in my fiercest criticisms here did I think we would see the police of a member state of the
union injuring 900 people in an attempt to stop them going out to vote.
Whether or not it was legal nationally for people in Catalonia to have a vote, surely people are allowed to express an
opinion. We saw women being dragged out of polling stations by their hair, old ladies with gashes in their forehead. The
most extraordinary display and what do we get from Mr Juncker today? Not a dickie-bird.
In fact previously we had that the rule of law must be maintained and I think it is quite extraordinary to realise that this
union is prepared to turn a blind eye. Can you imagine the British police would have roughed up a couple of Scottish
National Party protestors or if something happened against a pro-Remain rally youâ€™d all be screaming blue murder,
indeed the calls would be that the United Kingdom must go before the European Court of Human Rights and yet with
this you donâ€™t even want to talk about it. Knowing as I do, your advance plans, seven of you members states here
with your military police, your euro gendarmerie force, all I can say once again is thank god weâ€™re leaving.
Brexit was an act of liberation, it was a voice of national self-determination that cannot and will not be stopped, but
through this negotiating process Iâ€™m afraid from the start youâ€™ve treated us as if weâ€™re some kind of hostage.
Unless we pay a ransom, unless we meet all of your demands, all of your demands, then you wonâ€™t even have an
intelligent conversation with us about trade heading on from here.
There are no guarantees that whatever Mrs May says or does that you will ever, even when weâ€™ve met your
demands, that you will ever come to us and want to have a sensible trade agreement. And I have to say, that it is sad, in
fact it was pitiful, to see the British Prime Minister in Florence. I heard you say that you thought she was being
conciliatory, that sheâ€™s been grown up, people are happy with what sheâ€™s said. Actually Mrs May Iâ€™m sad to
say isnâ€™t worldly enough to recognise that when you face up to a bully the one thing that you do not do is try to
appease them. Sheâ€™s begging you to give her a transition period and thereâ€™s no guarantee that you will do it.
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So I do actually agree with the criticisms that Iâ€™ve heard around the room about the mixed messages coming out
from the UK government. I just hope that in Manchester the Conservative Party start to say in public what theyâ€™re all
saying to me in private, that sheâ€™s a waste of space, she needs to go, that we need a proper Prime Minister who
says to Monsieur Barnier â€˜okay, hereâ€™s a deadline. Hereâ€™s a date, we work towards that date and if we
canâ€™t reach a sensible deal on trade and everything else then we are simply leaving and reverting to WTO
rules.â€™ This charade cannot go on for year after year, after all we voted for Brexit.
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